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Over 138,000 people 
die from snakebites 
worldwide every year, 
with four times as many 
disabled and left in 
crippling debt, unable to 
support their families1,2,3. 
This number is likely 
higher, because most 
don’t make it to health 

The research and tools provided to our civil society 
partners have been successful in influencing policy 
changes, nationally and internationally. As highlighted by 
the WHO snakebite strategy, aimed at reducing deaths 
from snakebite by 50% by 2030, a strong, community-
driven evidence base is essential when mobilising 
countries to invest resources into saving lives and limbs 
from snakebite8. HAI will continue to hold governments 
and the global health community accountable to ensure 
that the political commitments will be implemented. 
We also will expand the pivotal evidence on the actual 
snakebite burden in hard to reach communities. Besides 
that, HAI will accelerate the distribution of first aid and 
prevention tools to minimise unnecessary snakebite 
death and disability.
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HAI works at the interface of science and evidence-
based advocacy in access to medicines. The main 
features of the snakebite project— conducted in Kenya, 
Uganda, and Zambia— are:

1. Building an evidence base on snakebite cases and
treatment. This includes health facility and
community research, leading to results such as those
presented here.

2. Conducting evidence-based advocacy
and empowering civil society and communities to
review and use our data to call for policy changes.

3. Increasing community education by providing
communities with guidance and life-saving tools.

facilities to be counted4. With a lack of knowledge and 
accessible health services, over two-thirds of victims 
seek traditional treatment which is unsupported and  
can do more harm than good. 
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