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BRUSSELS—The signing Civil Society organisations call on Member States to resist
pressure from the pharmaceutical industry to eliminate critical elements of
proposed European Union (EU) Council Conclusions that would improve the balance
between innovation and patients’ access to affordable medicines.

These Conclusions are scheduled for adoption by the Council on June 17, 2016. The
Dutch EU Presidency has proposed an evaluation of EU mechanisms to encourage
innovation for medicines. It now appears that specific recommendations that
examine the suitability and impact of excessive intellectual property protection may
be removed.

A coalition of public health organisations calls on Member States to support

the latest Presidency’s proposal, dated May 24 and, in particular, Articles 38-41
(“regarding market and data exclusivity, the use of supplementary protection
certificates, the scope of the patent “Bolar” and research patent exemption and
other relevant instruments for intellectual property protection, in particular also
regarding the orphan medicinal products regulation”).

Excessive and additional Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) do not contribute to
genuine needs-driven medical innovation, and also delay generic competition,
which results in unaffordable medicines prices that European health care systems
struggle with today. It is an issue requiring urgent political action.

As outlined in Article 39 of the latest draft of the aforementioned Council
Conclusions, it is of utmost importance that the European Commission conducts an
in-depth independent evaluation of the impact of the IP-related incentives on
medical innovation and affordability of treatments.

On June 17, EU Health Ministers should sign off meaningful Council Conclusions and
not allow narrow commercial and political interests undermine public health needs.

We call on our representatives to consider their citizens, the future of health
systems, and the general public interest.

See also, civil society statement of April 18, 2016.



http://haiweb.org/storage/2016/06/Civil-Society-Statement-IPR-in-CC.pdf
http://www.ip-watch.org/2016/05/25/leaked-european-council-document-on-major-evaluation-of-eu-drug-affordability/
http://www.msfaccess.org/content/civil-society-urges-member-states-support-dutch-eu-presidency%E2%80%99s-vision-access-affordable-med
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