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Antimicrobial resistance (AMR), dubbed the silent pandemic, is a major public- and
animal health problem that complicates the treatment of infections and is
associated with increased morbidity and mortality. An estimated 700,000 deaths
globally were attributable to infections caused by antibiotic-resistant organisms,
and this is expected to reach 10 million per year by 2050." In the United States,
AMR results in more than two million infections each year and is associated with
approximately 23,000 deaths. In Europe, the European Centre for Disease
Prevention and Control reported that almost two million people in the European
Union (EU)/European Economic Area (EEA) are infected with antibiotic-resistant
bacteria every year, leading to approximately 30,000 annual deaths.** The
emergence and spread of resistant and multidrug-resistant (MDR) bacteria also
have enormous implications for worldwide healthcare delivery and population
health.!

Currently, most of the approaches to tackle AMR are focused on reducing the
consumption of antibiotics. However, in this background paper, we discuss the
importance of taking a One Health approach to AMR and why it is so necessary to
better understand all of its drivers, including biological, agricultural, environmental
and societal spheres.

As this paper makes clear, reducing antibiotic consumption alone will not be
sufficient to control its spread.

Download the paper here (PDF).
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